
Position Paper Overview 

Position Paper Submission 

Position papers are only required for consideration for the Best Position Paper award in 

GA/ECOSOC/Regional Body committees. Position papers may be considered at the discretion of the dias 

team for other awards (e.g. Best Delegate). Crisis committee delegates should not submit position 

papers. Position papers should be submitted through email to your directors (email found in your 

committee’s background guide) and committees@tmun.ca. 

AI Policy 

Delegates are encouraged to use AI to assist with research and grammar if they would like to do so, 

however we do not recommend delegates use AI to generate their position papers. AI written papers are 

typically extremely vague and low-value, and are unlikely to qualify for any awards. We will not be using 

any AI detectors to prevent false positives. 

Definition of a Position Paper 

A position paper is a written document that outlines a countryʼs stance on a particular issue. Position 

papers provide a brief overview of a countryʼs foreign policy, outlining their views and opinions on the 

topic at hand. Position papers are usually one page long and are written from the perspective of the 

country that the delegate is representing. 

Structure of a Position Paper 

A position paper should consist of four main paragraphs, and delegates have the choice of writing one or 

two position papers. In the scenario where delegates choose to write one position paper, they would 

follow the format below, but would discuss both topics in each paragraph. In the scenario where 

delegates choose to write two position papers, they would follow the format below for each topic 

individually. Delegates writing one position paper should have around two pages of content, while 

delegates writing two papers should have around one page of content for each paper. 

The first paragraph should include an introduction and unbiased description of the committee topic(s). 

The second paragraph normally includes a description of the topic(s) at hand and how the country the 

delegate is representing has been involved with the topic in the past. For example, a delegate 

representing Egypt in a committee with the topic set to water shortages in Africa could write about the 

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. The third paragraph should outline the country or delegateʼs stance 

on the issue(s), including any proposed solutions to the issue(s). Finally, the last paragraph should act as 

a concluding paragraph to the position paper. 



Position papers should be written in 12 point font. All sources should be cited in MLA format on a 

separate page at the end of a position paper. In-text citations are not necessary. 

Identifying Your Country's Interests and Goals 

When writing your position paper, it is important to consider your country's interests and goals within 

the committee. Consider how the issue at hand impacts your country and what outcomes your country 

hopes to achieve. For example, a country which benefits from illegal arms smuggling should not support 

hardline measures to prevent smuggling. 

Example Position Paper 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1voq3p3USaXEgVnevgh83K_YrW_kcF4M_HJL4LQRCZc0/edit 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1voq3p3USaXEgVnevgh83K_YrW_kcF4M_HJL4LQRCZc0/edit
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